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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

What is the Bible? 
A) The best- selling book of all time 
B) Not a book, exactly, more like a
     library of books—66 to be exact 
C) The “Word of God,” 
D) The inspired words of human beings
     written down a long time ago 
E) God’s book
 F) The Church’s book

At one level I think the answer is all of the above – and more.  This best selling library of books, written and compiled over a 1,000 years by dozens and dozens of human authors and editors, is also God’s Word to us through which we encounter God and discover the truth about ourselves.  
I especially like the definition I read recently from a very helpful dictionary of theological terms called Crazy Talk: A Not-so-Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms, edited by Rolf A. Jacobson. “Bible /bī-buhl/n:  A book that Christians believe is so holy and inspired that they almost never read it for fear that it might draw them closer to God and neighbor or change their lives in some other inconvenient way.” (p.27) Yes, we Christians proclaim the Bible is the Word of God and happily note it’s always on the best seller list, but usually leave out the part about most people rarely reading it.

I grant with the authors of Crazy Talk that part of the reason the Bible is left unread may be the danger that we sense from taking the message and direction of the Bible seriously.  There are some really radical passages there about loving our enemies and giving what we have to those in need. However, we also know that much of the Bible is difficult for modern readers to understand. As an ancient library, the Bible contains all kinds of literature, from poetry, prayers and puns to prophecy and parables.  Many of these writings come from a historical and literary context of which we are just not familiar.  Consequently, it is import to note that this “Divine” book is also the church’s book, because we need the wisdom and insights of others to help us put many of the more difficult passages in context.  
I certainly never want to imply that one cannot read the Bible on his or her own, but there are some basic insights about context that are essential.  How do we make sense of those violent Old Testament passages or the strange (to us) apocalyptic visions of Revelation? Well, let me let you in on a secret - not even all long-term students of the Bible agree on how to answer those questions. Nevertheless, I still find it useful to consult those who have pondered these questions and studied the culture and language more than I have. With the aid of gifted teachers, preachers, and scholars, together we can get closer to understanding God’s will for us.
This year we are encouraging those who attend of SCC to read the entire Bible (see the challenge and plan spelled out on page 2 of the SCC News), both on their own and in conversation with others. We will be meeting regularly to discuss the suggested readings for the week or month.  I will say I do not believe that simply reading the Bible from start to finish, as we will be encouraging this year, is the only way, nor perhaps even the best way to read the Bible. We may at times get discouraged when we get behind schedule. Those who are new to the Bible may find some of the Old Testament especially difficult. We will inevitably pass by many important passages too quickly in order to accomplish our reading goal for the day. However, I think it is very useful for Christians, at least from time to time, to read the Bible straight through.  We miss out on some good stuff if we focus only on our favorite, familiar passages.  In addition, I think reading the “Grand Sweep” of the Bible is helpful so that one does know the broad outline of the bible and can better understand the Hebrew context for the coming of Christ and the New Testament. Our Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible, was after all Jesus and his disciples’ scriptures. 

Hopefully, through reading and studying together, we can fulfill what Timothy in our scripture of the month for March declares “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Grace and Peace, 
David
SUMMERTIME…

We still have several more weeks of our summer schedule, so please make a note of the following:

Monday Bible Study

Mondays at 10:00 a.m.

     This women’s group meets in homes for

     Bible study and fellowship. 

Bible Breakfast Fellowship 

Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m..

     All men are welcome to start their day

     with breakfast and study!!

CHIMPS Playgroup

Wednesdays from 10:30 – Noon

     Children age 0 – 3 (along with a parent)

     are welcome for songs, stories and   

     playtime in the Sunday School rooms,

Friendly Faces

Thursday morning February 10 and 24
11:00am – Noon
     You are invited to join “Friendly Faces”

     for coffee, tea and conversation. This 

     summer-only informal gathering for all

     adults meets in the church hall.

Several of our regular programs will resume in March, including:

Ladies Guild (Mondays from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. – knitting and tea for all interested)

Linda’s Bible Study (2nd and 4th Tuesdays from 10:45 – Noon at the church)

Young Adult Bible Study (Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the church hall)
Women’s Forum (Thursdays from 10:45 a.m. – Noon, with speakers, videos, Bible study and conversation). 
NEW Women’s Bible study 
Thursdays at 1:00pm starting March 17
_________________________________

CONCERT 

The Welsh Comrades Male Choir, made up of Choristers from all over the UK, is singing here on Sunday, February 13 at 8:00pm. The choir has performed in many countries and in such notable places as the Sydney Opera House and Carnegie Hall in New York City.  The choir will number approximately 25 voices. The concert is free and open to the public – spread the word!

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE CHALLENGE
We at Santiago Community Church would like for you to consider making a spiritual commitment for 2011 - to read through the Bible in a year. We encourage you to begin this challenge on Tuesday, March 1. To facilitate this, we will offer several options, including reading every chapter of the Bible, reading a few key chapters each week or reading one key chapter each week to get a good overview of the Biblical story.  Below you will find more information on the programs and resources:
 

1. Many of you have ordered The Grand Sweep: 365 Days from Genesis through Revelation.  We hope that those will arrive before March 1. If you have not yet paid for your book, please drop by the church office and pay before the end of the month if possible.
 

2. We will provide the daily readings on the website, as well as through regular emails, for those who did not order the book,. 
 

3. We will offer gatherings starting in Lent, on Sunday mornings, Tuesday evenings and Wednesday lunch, to discuss the readings from the previous week. Once Lent is over, we will continue to offer a regular gathering time for discussion and reflection for those who wish to attend.
 

4. If you are intrigued by the idea of getting a general overview of the Bible, but don't think you can make that big of a commitment, we also offer three readings per week (which we will post) that will be the focus of the weekly gatherings. That way, you can read a smaller amount but still be able to participate in the weekly conversation. (You can also do NO reading and come to the weekly gatherings, but it will likely not be as meaningful for you).
 

5. We will also highlight one chapter per week for those who want a smaller commitment but would like to read highlights of the Bible. These could be shared in a weekly family time, as well.
 

We are excited about this opportunity, and hope that many of you will join us in this challenge. If you have questions, do not hesitate to contact either David or Kathi
233-7557
dkbubb@santiagochurch.org
kathi@santiagochurch.org 
LENTEN PROGRAMS
Lent is the season of the church year that begins 40 days (plus 6 Sundays) before Easter, and is often a time of reflection and repentance. Here are some opportunities for you during (or right before) Lent:

Pancake Dinner 

Tuesday, March 8 at 7:30 p.m.

Join us for a “Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner”, a dinner of pancakes (fat and thin) with all the trimmings as we prepare to begin the season of Lent. Come for good food and a chance to learn more about our Read through the Bible challenge. Bring your own drink. Suggested donation of $1.000 per adult.
Ash Wednesday Service

Wednesday, March 9 at Noon
We will be observing a traditional Ash Wednesday service in the chapel to mark the beginning of Lent.
Read through the Bible Classes
Tuesday at 7:30 starting March 8

Wednesday lunch at 12:45 starting Mar. 9

Sunday at 9:15am starting March 13

These classes will involve information and conversation about the readings from the previous week. Even if you don’t read, you are welcome to come!
LOOKING AHEAD – Annual General Meeting Sunday, April 17
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Starting on March 6 we will once again offer five classes for our children. They will “move up” to their new classes on that Sunday.
For the rest of February we will learn about Peter, followed by a three-part series on worship.
We will have a Sunday School Barbeque on Sunday, March 6 at 12:30 p.m. after church. All children. parents, teachers and helpers (plus their families) are welcome to attend. We’ll meet at Parque Arauco – bring your own lunch and a dessert to share.

We need several more volunteers to serve as Sunday School helpers once every two months. No teaching needed – you are an extra set of hands. Contact Kathi if you can help. Kathi@santiagochurch.org 233-7557.

SCRIPTURE VERSES

OF THE MONTH
February – Psalm 51:10 - Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me

March – II Timothy 3:16 -17 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that all God’s people may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
April - Romans 15:13 -  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit
Be sure to post the verse where you see it daily. Say it together with family members at prayers, meals, etc.  Memorize the location of the verse in the Bible, as well.

CHOIR NEWS 
Our Choir Director Linda Craddock plans to start choir practices again on the last Thursday in February (24th) at 6:30 pm  in the church hall. All singers are welcome! 

If there is anyone interested in joining in for the Holy Week and Easter services, or indeed on a regular basis, she would very much appreciate it if they could let her know as soon as possible, and/or turn up on 24th or on Sunday 27th at 9:30 a.m. For more information contact Linda at 8-899-6726 or linda.belko@gmail.com. 
___________________________

STEWARDSHIP 2011

Total pledged for 2011 so far 

$53.597.440       
(79 financial pledges incl. 16 couples, 8 non-financial 

as of January 26, 2011)

On Jan. 11th last year:


 $ 57.415.200 pledged for 2010

Total pledged in 2010: 

67.590.200

If you have not yet turned in your pledge of time, talent and treasure for 2011, forms are available at the back 

of the church or from the church office. Please remember that we are a self-supporting church, and we depend on the congregation for all of our financial resource. 
NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Baptisms
26.12.10
Owen Daniel Watzlavick

23.01.11
Daniel Alexander Bensted
Funerals: 

11.11.10
Federico Dennis Turner 02.12.10
Duncan Tuker Means

12.12.10
Rodney Ewan MacPherson

28.12.10
Eliane Wallace Bargsted

21.01.11
Ann Colvill-Jones Plunket de
Everard
Farewells:

Ross, Jo, Mary and Jude Gilfillan- to the UK

Claudia and Isabella McNeil – to the US

Eddie, Roslyn, Alani and Oliver Jamieson –

     to Australia

Geoff, Jenny, Bridie, Madeline and Ella

      Woodfield  - to Vancouver, Canada
Prayer Concerns:
Betty Scott

Enid Gibbons

June Mackenzie

Dorothy Drove
CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
We had a wonderful week with “Children Like Us”, with 21 children and 7 youth helpers, where we learned about Miriam, Samuel, the servant girl and Josiah through crafts, games, stories and song. Many thanks to all of the parents, grandparents, teachers and helpers who put together a memorable program! 
MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

Casa 4 Pool Party

Saturday, March 6
We will host an asado and pool party at      Bunny Yeoman’s for the girls of Casa 4    from Hogar La Granja, a place for girls to     live when they have been taken out of their home. Contact the church office if you’d like to come along and/or help provide lunch.

YOUTH PROGRAMS
We have a great retreat planned for next weekend at Paul and Hazel Walbaum’s place, with 13 children in attendance.
Our next TP Club will meet on Sunday, March 20 from 12:15 – 3:00pm at the church. This group is for our third to fifth graders (and those who have turned 8 by March 1) and normally meets on the third Sunday of the month for lunch, games and activities.

Our next Cross Connections, for our sixth to eighth graders (and those who have turned 11 by March 1), will also on February 20 for a pool party, then on Friday, March 4. They also normally meet on the third Sunday as well as the first Friday of the month.

Those in third grade and older are also encouraged to participate in our acolyte program. The acolytes bring the flame into worship at the beginning of the service (symbolizing the light of Christ) and light the candles. At the end of the service he or she carries the flame of Christ out into the world as he/she extinguishes the candles up front. This is another way we can include children in the life of our congregation. Contact Kathi for more information. 

CHURCH INFORMATION

CHURCH COUNCIL:

Council Chair – Shana Harrison

Vice Chair – Neil Walbaum

Treasurer – Gordon Yorston

Secretary – Ailsa Shaw

Other members: Margaret Abascal, Ed Fuentes, Patricia Hutchison, Laurie Kelly, Anne McLean, Richard Simon, Frits Slotema

Office hours:
9:00 am-1:00 pm (M-F) 

Office staff:
Audrey Wilsdon   

Phone/fax: 
232-1113

Pastor: - David Bubb – 233-7557


dkbubb@santiagochurch.org 

E-mail:
office@santiagochurch.org
Web site:www.santiagochurch.org

Facebook – Santiago Community Church

